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March of
the red crab
Locals see a sea of red over the new
year holiday season on Christmas
Island.

Millions of red crabs migrate from the
forest to the shore to mate and spawn
when the wet season begins.

< There are
about 40
million red
crabs on the
island.
PHOTO Diane Masters,
Christmas Island
Tourism Association

There are so many that
residents of the island –
found 2600 kilometres
north-west of Perth in the
Indian Ocean – have had to
build special barriers and
bridges to make sure the
crabs can get to the sea
without being squashed by
cars.

The bus even stops before it gets to
the local school because the crabs’
migration route takes them through
the school grounds, the Christmas
Island Tourism Association says.

Balloon busters: saving
our wildlife
Push for balloons to be banned from sporting events, fairs and parties
Saffron Howden | EDITOR

W

hat goes up must come
down. And that, it turns
out, is the big problem
with the birthday party favourite:
balloons.
Some scientists
are finding more
and more bits of
balloon, and even
whole ones, in the
stomachs of sea
birds and turtles.

But it is only in the past two years that
she has started finding lots of balloon
fragments in the birds’ tummies.
“For a long time, I didn’t encounter
balloons but now,
in the last two
years, [I have],” she
said.

"There’s absolutely
no good coming
from balloon
releases."

She calls the shearwaters her “private investigators”
because they fly
Dr Jennifer Lavers MARINE BIOLOGIST
Once they have
across the ocean
been swallowed
where she cannot
and get into the gut, they can hurt,
go and bring back stories about what
starve and even kill the animals that
is happening in the marine world.
eat them, Dr Jennifer Lavers, a marine
“The number of birds consuming
biologist, said.
plastic is going up and up and up,” she
Dr Lavers has been studying big sea
said.
birds called flesh-footed shearwaters
And the amount they are eating is
on Lord Howe Island, off the NSW
also increasing.
coast, for the past 10 years.

The balloons are broken down by the
bird’s digestive juices and become a
sticky, gooey mass, much like chewing gum.

“It’s horrendous stuff once it gets into
the gut,” she said.

A girl releases
a balloon after
her birthday
party.
PHOTO Jacky
Ghossein

A fledgling
flesh-footed
shearwater
PHOTO

Dr Lavers

Dr Lavers, who works with the Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies
in Tasmania, recently found one bird
that had a balloon stuck in the smaller of its two stomachs. If she had not
been able to get it out, the bird would
have died.
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